The proposed edition of the life and works of Thomas Harriot (1560–1621)  by Pepper, Jon V
64 Projects HM2 
THE PROPOSED EDITION OF THE LIFE AND WORKS 
OF THOMAS HARRIOT (1560-1621) 
By Jon V. Pepper, North East London Polytechnic 
Harriot’s name is well-known to historians of mathematics for 
the posthumous edition of his algebra prepared from his papers 
by his friends and published as the Artis analyticae praxis 
(London, 1631), and less well-known to historians of astronomy 
for his telescopic work of 1609-1612 reported by von Zach and 
Rigaud long ago. Historians of the discovery and settlement of 
North America know him for his Briefe and true report of the 
new found land of Virginia [North Carolina] (London, 1588) which 
has been reissued on a number of occasions up to the present day. 
In recent years other notable aspects of his work have also been 
discussed, including optics and refraction, mathematical naviga- 
tion, and much unexpected and original work in pure mathematics. 
References of the time show that Harriet’s contemporaries 
both in England and in north west Europe held him in very high 
regard as one of the most profound and learned scholars and 
mathematicians of the day. But as he published virtually nothing 
in print and lived his life under the private patronage of Sir 
Walter Ralegh and Henry Percy (ninth Earl of Northumberland), 
men who between them spent over thirty years as state prisoners 
in the Tower of London, his reputation and influence seems to 
have soon faded. Fortunately, a large quantity of his unpublished 
papers survive, forming perhaps the most extensive collection of 
the working papers of a major scientist of his period. They are 
very mixed not only in the subject matter, but also in their 
order and finish, and editorial work poses many problems. 
However, they amply confirm Harriet’s contemporary reputation, 
and a committee (the Thomas Harriot Editorial Committee) has 
been set up to prepare an edition of Harriot’s life and works. 
Its members are: Prof. D.B. Quinn (Chairman), History, Liverpool 
University; Prof. J. W. Shirley (American Chairman), History of 
Science, Delaware University; G.R. Batho, History, Sheffield 
University; Dr. A.C. Crombie, History of Science, Oxford Univer- 
sity; Dr. J.D. North, History of Science, Oxford University; 
J.V. Pepper (Secretary), Mathematics, North East London Poly- 
technic; and Dr. R.C.H. Tanner, Mathematics, formerly Imperial 
College, London University. 
At present it is envisaged that a seven volume edition be 
produced under the following short titles: I. Biography. 
II. Navigation and Shipbuilding. III. Natural Science and 
Philosophy. IV. Mathematics I. V. Mathematics II. VI. Astro- 
nomy. VII. Shorter Works, Miscellaneous and Index. 
The Committee is fortunate to have obtained one or two active 
collaborators recently, but would be glad to hear from anyone 
else able to contribute substantial work and expertise in dealing 
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with source material. They should write to the Secretary at 
the North East London Polytechnic, London El5 4LJ, England. 
Rather than give here a substantial bibliography of secondary 
literature, I mention J.W. Shirley (editor), Thomas iiarriot 
Renaissance Scientist (Oxford, 1974), which contains some recent 
papers on Harriet’s work, notes, and a bibliography. 
MATHEMATICAL ASPECTS OF MUSIC 
By Clark Kimberling, University of Evansville 
In 1925 Alfred North Whitehead wrote the following words: 
The science of Pure Mathematics, in its modern 
developments, may claim to be the most original 
creation of the human spirit. Another claimant 
for this position is music. [Science and the 
Modern World, 1927, New York (The Macmillan 
Company), p. 291 
Continuing from this viewpoint, one naturally recalls that many 
mathematicians have (or had) very strong interests in music. In 
order to explore the underlying grounds common to the two 
disciplines, I am asking for information. In particular, during 
the early stages of the project, I am listing mathematicians, 
both past and present, who have gained recognition for musical 
achievements, and living persons (with addresses) who have strong 
interests in both disciplines. This and other related informa- 
tion may be sent directly to me at the University of Evansville, 
Evansville, Indiana 47702, USA. 
A HISTORY OF RECENT MATHEMATICS FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
AND BEGINNING COLLEGE STUDENTS 
G. Bell & Sons, York House, Portugal Street, London, WCZA 2HL, 
“are interested in the possibility of finding an author to write 
a history of modern mathematics, say from 1870 to 1970 or perhaps 
better, 1870 to 1950. The book should not be too advanced in 
its approach but suitable for first year undergraduates and for 
school libraries for reading there by pupils in the upper forms 
as well as for the general reader with some mathematical know- 
ledge who wants to know something of the course of development 
over recent decades .‘I 
